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GLORIA REYNOLE




C'MON, WE
CAN'T STAY.

HEY! IS THAT SMART PAPER?!
WE COULD CALL SOMEONE!

NO!
ITS MINE!

ITS JUST DUMB PAPER.
THE SCHOOLS STILL
OUR BEST BET

DONT WORRY WE'LL FIND AN
ADULT OR A SMART SOON.

Copyright © 2020 Gloria Reynolds

| would not have been able to complete this without the

generous support of my partner and family. Thank you.
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\ GETTING CLOSER?

NO, THE CLOUDS
ARE CLEARING UP
DON'T WORRY,
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YOU ARE T00
0BVIOUS.  /

CARE OF SOME THINGS.
KNOW? T MIGHT NOT GET
ANOTHER CHANCE.

YOU SKIPPED A SALVA
EXPEDITION, DURING ONE
OF THE FEW FLIGHTS TO

CANTOR., WASN'T HARD To

FIGURE OUT.




lock Cycling
JO NOT
ENTER
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NOETHER,
MAYBE CHONGZHI.

I'M STILL TRYING TO
FIGURE THAT OUT

R AT

IS THERE ANYTHING
HUMAN LEFT IN THEM?

THINK I'™M GOIN
TO JOIN A HIVE

I'lL SEE You
DON, O

ELL, TELL ME IF

[ You DECIDE To BECoMe SEEEINS

A PENGUIN.
- S— §‘\M S
= P
S
Z8
HA! BETWEEN Ti
FROSTBITE AND THE
WERE BOTH MOS
REPLACEMENT PARTS.

WE SHOULDN'T
JUDGE.




IM SORRY, BUT WE
CANT TAKE ON MORE THAN
FORTY KILOGRAMS IN THESE
CONDITIONS.
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The troop

carrier...




OUR. OUR
PARENTS,

ONLY BODIES?
LIKE THAT ONE?

Yes. Give me a better reason
to expend my resources and I
will consider your request.
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Do you want to see that?!
The implant meshes curled

out of their heads?!
Skulls burst like popcorn?!




. Null made
I knew.
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THESE FILES.
CANTOR? ARE YOU HERE?
CANTOR?




Fine. Fine. Let’s go along
with this and pretend
you’re actually confused.

I'M FLATTERED
REALLY 50 WHY THE
FANGS AND WRINKLES?

Biggest hive in the Southwest!
You can put your arms down now,
you’re too interesting to kill.
For the moment.

ARE YOU.. A HARE?
ADA?

I’11 make it quick. Yester-
day evening several Infops
flags were set regarding
Cantor base. Possible
spoofed messages, that sort
of thing. Chongzhi investi-
gates and Cantor’s respons-
es are... wWrong.

We pull in air support for

out of the base and run all
the way out here at mach
1.2. After that most of the
non-hive folks evacuate,
but Cantor themselves is
still silent. OF note,
Brian Berland is not one of
the evacuees and you're
using his memories and
tics. Probably a hasty Hof-
stadter transform. Not
something I'd expect Brian
to survive.

a closer look and you burst |

WAIT, ARE YOU SAYING
I WAS MURDERED?

Oh no, you’re not the murder
victim. You’re the murderer.

Alright everybody! Buffdude
McWrinkles is awake and talk-
ing. Very slowly. In like,

words and shit.

Is it simulating a
hostage? We despise that
old trick. Let's nuke it
and be done.
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We need to stop indulging '
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Buchelle

Because of the extreme and long lasting electromagnetic fields produced by Asher One, few records of its emergence
remain. The hand written testimony of Rachelle Williams is one of the best primary sources of the event, and confirms de-
tails of the “black aurora™ seen by other observers further away.

Rachelle refers to the initial event as an electromagnetic pulse (EMP), this jargon is still used today, however the actual
event went on for over thirty minutes, much longer than a single pulse. Baseline humans can resist the effects of short pulses,
but not sustained electromagnetic waves at the high power of the Asher event. Humans with brain implants were especially
susceptible, with even EMP hardened implants shorting out inside delicate tissue.

Further away from ground zero, baseline humans without impants (mostly children) were more likely to survive. In the
ensuing chaos the children were fitted with military hive networks in an effort to direct them to safety, however the network
could not be removed in time to prevent consolidation and the resulting hive was dubbed “Cantor.”

Hive ADA maintains a small monument where Rachelle’s body was found in Eastern Oregon.
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Asher Four erupted during Aphelion of 2082. It generated an area of intense cold that developed into an ] Il If A : \ X
anticyclone with winds greater than 550 kilometers per hour. After proving invulnerable to nuclear weapons / 7R\ #
it was finally killed by a hyper kinetic kill vehicle developed by hive Srinivasa. 4 |
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WARNING

This sign does not cover all safety
hazards posed by leaving Firewall lll.
Exit at own risk.

..‘ 0

lonizing and Non- - Near-Sanity Artificial
lonizing Radiation AL RIS U EllLE Intelligences

©P

Unstable Chemical Unexploded
Low O Level
Compounds ow BXygen Levels Ordinance

Consult with your local hive before exiting Firewall
lll and bring appropriate safety equipment and
secure semi-smarts. The area beyond Firewall lll is
UNPREDICTABLE and DANGEROUS!

Don’t say we didn’t warn you!




